request that you should be allowed to write and receive letters on
certain matters other than those of a purely personal and dome-
stic nature, I am to inform you of the decision of Government
that it would not be in accordance with the purposes of your
confinement to allow such an extension of the scope of your
correspondence.

Your obedient servant,

J. M. Sladen

Secretary to the Government of Bombay,
Home Department
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The Secretary, Government of Bombay,
(H. D. Political), Bombay

Sir,

With reference to your letter of 22nd September I beg to
say that I cannot exercise the privilege extended by the
Government since I may not refer in my letters even to non-
political matters mentioned in my letter of 27th August, 1942.

Detention Camp,                                      I am, Yours etc.,

25-9-'42                                                     M. K. Gandhi

C
ON WIRE ABOUT MAHADEVBHATS DEATH

Chimanlal,
Ashram, Sevagram, Wardha
Mahadev died suddenly. Gave no indication. Slept well last
night. Had breakfast. Walked with me. Sushila, jail doctors
did all they could, but God had willed otherwise. Sushila and
I bathed body. Body lying peacefully covered with flowers
incense burning. Sushila and I reciting Gita. Mahadev has died
yogi's and patriot's death. Tell Durga, Babla and Sushila no
sorrow allowed. Only joy over such noble death. Cremation
taking place front of me. Shall keep ashes. Advise Durga
remain Ashram but she may go to her people if she must, Hope
Babla will be brave and prepare himself fill Mahadev's place
worthily. Love.
15-8-'42                                                                     Bapu